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Being an ANSWER to the 
ORDER of SESSIONS at Hick's-Hal, 
Bearing Date the 13th of January, 1681. Wherein 


it plainly appears, the ſaid ORDER is againſt Law. 


ALSO 
A ſhort Account of all the ACTS that relate to. 


Proteſtant Diſlenters 


| At this day in force againſt them , which will appear only two, 
Viz, Tho Att madeia the 22 year of this King, intituled,; An A# again} * 

Convemicles. The other, called, The Oxford Ai, or-Frve "mile Att, made- 

in the'17 of this King. 


A : 


AND ALSO 


' An Account of ſuch AQts as are in force againſt Popiſh Recuſents, 
- Which are now ſo induſtriouſly endeavoured by thoſe Juſtices 2s well as 
Others, to be —_— the Proteſtant Diſſenters ;, And wherein it will 
phainly appear, there is no ground for ſuch Proceedings. 

And hereunto is alſo added 
A brief Account of the Penalties and Forfeitures of thoſe As, 


and-ſome Directions to the Officers that ma = be threatned or perſuaded to 
Y AR by fuch Uawarrantable Orders from ſuch Ignoramu Fuſtices. 


By Drawde Kekatihw, 


' London , Printed for Ab. Green, 1681, 
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THE 


_ Ignozamus Juſtices : 


Being an ANSWER to the 
ORDER. of SESSIONS ar. Hicks's-Hal, 
| Bearing Date the 13% of Fanzary , &c. | 


HE Author hath no other Deſign in publiſhing theſe She 
. than what the wo Juſtices. of Af:dd/rſex Mow by eek 
DRDER, The Peace and Welfare of the Countrey. 
And hers; becauſe the ORDER. comes out in Form of a 
: . Proclamation, with the King's Arms inthe Front, I ſhall treat 
it with all the Modeſty and Civil Terms imaginable ; yet I muſt needs refled 
uponthe Title of this Mecddlefex he rs; becauſe I find it Lame, as well 
in the Latine, as the Form : For the Tirle,thouph it be not above three lines, 
yet one of thetpis lameLatin ; it faith inthe ſecond line, (yiz.) Poſt fe/nam 
Epiphanie feilicet tertio decimg dit Januatii, &c. Now with Mr, derly's 
goed leave, that drew up the learned ORDER, it might better have heep 
deeimo Yertio die Januaril. . And thatin an ORDER publiſhed in this Magi- 
ſterial Form, Mr. Adderly ſhould rake no more care, but ſtumble at the very 
Threſhold, js yery ſtrange , ſomething like his being heretofore miſtaken in 


a Caufe of his ows againſt the Earl of Shaftesbury, wherein he as ignorantly RE 
confeſſes in open Coust, that he had bonght the place of Clerk, of rhe Pe ace Miel 
ſome time ago for agreat Sum of Money 3 Which the Court obſerving, told __ 
him ne ad of helping himſelf by the abuſive Adtion he had brought | 
5Mſt the Lord, he had now abuſed himflf, by that confeſſionof buying his 


Face, for now by Law he could not hold ic, having forfetted it, as by the At 


:1 the-<th and 6th of Edw. YI. cap. 16. 
made in Ne-5un 2 FD Wl! 


Ad _ 
pd be. y = 


But to let Mr.” Adderly alone, and come to the order in Subſtance, having 
done with the title, 'and therefore not to medle with what. has been ſaid be- 


ene Rn pou ape pi rep :  _—_———— oo 


of which that pape ny deſign - 
is roJlay Ieg we nb 4 the E. 
cond exce; 148-K2 

af hilton more 
pro ' them, whether or no 
the Con lingly: be'made Informers by 


| 1 dera pretence of Laws afid.it may be” *rwas'to try 

wi Bicthe (Office For Sadte, or their Feet fot wooden 
Shoes, againſt the time that ſome men fear ſhould be tried uponEngliſh Bo- 
dies; ifthe Juſtiee&hadthis. reach with:them, it-was moſt excellent and rare, 


now they ſeem t9.0wn in part { that-is ), that full. Obedience was not paid 


ecepbex laſt, by ſores which. a by 


dience was.given by many of the fa appearing in Court 
aid<co theis; rity. for- were by the 


Cort et upon theiy, &c.. So thus it appears by their.own\ſhewing a kind of; 
party de font did obey-.and -fome did not ; ſome did: pin their Faith 
pon. the TJiiſtices's Sleeves, where no Law commanded them 10 to doz asthe- 
PT rod Ko ngr or Fe em ro 
ke Tub bſtinacy, and for not learning more 
pers and Obedience to. the Juſtices Order, I had almoſt faid Buys. Well. 
then ſince it is ſo, that ſome Yid obey and ſome did not; in-charity.to thoſe , 
that did not I muſt take leaye to. conſider the Point; for theſe Non-Con- 
forming ' Officers for their Comfort I'may aſſure them, that 'neither the - 
Tuſtices at. the Sefſions,when that Order. of December was made, nor the . 


|... ;JuſticeSat the quarter Seſions when this Order of the "Thittcenth of F«- , 


FP -emary; was made, had any power. by the Conyenticle ACt of the 22 of this. 
-: "Kinp5 tomedle or tnake therewith as a Court, either. by ſuch Orders as theſe, 


or any other wayes as a Court at, the Seſſions, and that appears thus in 
the 224. of this King. (-viz. ) | 
L pF | 


| i. 
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+ Teſhall and may be Lawfull to and for any one or more Juſtices 

; of the Peace of. the County, &c... Wherem the Offence aforeſaid, 

ſhall be committed.” 'And he and they are hereby required, 8c.” 
Upon Proof to bimor them reſpettively . made of ſuch Offence, ei-. 

ther by Confeſſion of the party,or Oath of two Witneſſes, &c. To, 

make a Record of every ſuch Offence under bis or their handsr<& 

and Selas reſpettively,. which Record ſo made, &c. | Shall to all. 

mtents and 'pwerpoſes be in Law taken and adjudged to be-a full 

* and perfefF Convition of every ſuch Offender, &c., 


Now what agreement- the Reader can find 'in this Clauſe'with this Order,\. 
isworthy-the Conſideration;for this Clauſe faith exprefly,One or more Faſt ices 
of. the Peace ſhall att upon the Oath of two Witneſſes, and ſo make a Record ani 
thereupon Att. And the Order faith, That for not execating their Order grounded” 
upon the Att, as the Tuſtices would have the World believe, they have fined thoſe 
Officers for not obeying the ſame;, though there is not one word it the Order, 
that makes mention of a Conviction of any particular perſonupon Oath, or ! 
a Record made before them of the Offenders, which ought ro have- been done ? 
_ any. Conſtable-or-other Officer can or oyght, to-obey them upon this. 

In the next place, it appears not in this Clauſe, norno other in the whole: - 
Adt, that the Order-is rightly grounded ;, for the general or quarter Sefli-/ 
ons have no power in the leaſt to make any Orders-ypen the Act, nor indeed - 
to a& upon this Law, unleſs by way of —_— of the Defendant, and at his -. 
inſtance againſt the Juſtices atimgs _ the Convitting of any-one by- the -- 
Witneſſes, this appears moſt. plain in the ſixth Seition, Vit. Provided, &c.. 


That in-all Caſes of this Aft, where the Penalty or Summe char-' 
ved upon any Offender exceeding the Summe- of ten: ſhillings, and; 
ſuch Offender ſhall find himſelf agrie-ved;jt ſhall and maybe lawful, ***© 
&c. To appeal in Writing, &c. To the judgment of the Juſtices 
of; the Peace in the next quarter Seſſions, &c. . 


A'S Now 7 


_ 


4 ak” "(-4;) | 

Now here is all that is mentioned in the A& that: Relates to the Seſſions, 

- and whether this will any way ſupport the Order or is: direCtly oppoſite to 

the Order, let the Readet*be judge; "and ' certainly if thoſe Juſtices, as they 

* pretend, have fined any-perſon for not obeying their former Order-by which 

- the Officers were' commanded to'thrn:1nfor and to give in; their Infot- 

| mation at the next Seflidns, I doubt not but theſe Perſons fo fined or Impflfo-. 

; Tied, will Traverſe thoſeFines; and take a legal Courfe with thoſe Juſtices tht 

* Committed them; becauſe- they wonld-not A& upon ſuchunlawful Warrants 

and Orders which have no Coherence with the Act. Aud this I muſt. obſerve 

i» by the way, that allPenalSrarutes, por" ſuch an one as this which convicts 

- a man. withour Jurics, muſt he 'exattly oblervedto the very Letter,and not to 

- . the extravagant dence of” Petty Juſtices, which will pull buſineſs into their 

© Courts of: Seſſionsthat they have not the leaſt warragt or colour | for and . 

: againſt-the expreſs [aw they pretend to' AC by. __ 

* ln the next placetheOrder goes on, viz. And whereas this Court hath thought 

; ft:-t0. make avother Order 'ro the ſame end and |; , and bath given 

' The ſaid Officers time-to make their reeurn wpon it the prft day of the next quar- _ 

- rex Seſſions, &c. Which mild way of proceedings this Carurt hopes will prevarl » 

+ ou-the mimdaes of all Sober Perſons, both " 9%,j Ja and: Hearers, in Conventscles 

; ta\aveid all occaſions which may mance this Court to mfiit# ſuch Penalties upon 

| them as by Law are appoented to ſuch Offenders, &c. Now be pleaſed tO marke 
the Coherence of this wiſeOrder, not only in that there is no &mblance with 
the At, but how it 15 jurpbled togetheras if the Conſtables-and Officers, &c. 

* + were not the, perſons ſpoke to for to do the Juſtices Work, but as if their 
.Order ſhould hit the Conyenticles through thoſe under Officers, or as if by 
threataing the ſending of Thunder-bolts amongſt the Conftahles, &c. Un- 

der the name of a Court, ſhould hi every man elſe - whom they imagine 

- areGonventiders.let us confider a little this wiſeQrder urthis part : for as 

- it ſaith, Since obey did ner. de their Duty before, but - was + phſttnate ſome of 
theew, mow: - they. ſball have longer time, and why longer time,. becauſe the : 

A Conventiclets being ſuppoſed Sober men may thereby take warning by:the/ 

” Court:Now I would know of thoſe Juſtices, if in the whole At any men- 

- , tion is made of a Court to haveany fuch power, in the next” place what have 

the Conventiclers,if Sober men,to do between the Conſtables, & c. And the | 

=> certainly,if'the Conveniticlers be ſober" or nor-ſober, they have no/'. 

2: concern-in the: Juſtices andthe Conſtables quanrels, dt leaſhtill by name they . 
| are canvided, but bow can this Rand with reafonthat-the 'Jultices pretend, 
©. wit... Thei Scditious Conventitlers art "d&:fturbers: of the *Peare, as by. the 

- _ Orderand the Act ſeemesto cenbrm-;and yet at the :famr time 3he” Order 

© calls ſuch Sober men, certainly it was the firſt time that ever apy Court 

4:1 7 * A : called 
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Jaſtices, that all Conventiclers are ſaber Men, how will that agree with-the 
ſame Order, in the next Part, that calls Breakers of the Peace , and a danger 
eyen to the Monarchy it felf, and keep up the Diviſions that are amongſt us, 


called Diſturbers of the Peace ſober Men ; bat if it ſhall be admitted by the - 


certainly no ſober Man can do ſach things, yet all ſuch Men as do meet in. a 


Seditiqus, Riotous manner, under colour of Religion, with Force and Arms, 
da break the Peace, and therefore cannot be called fober Men. | 
ButIſuppole theJultices have this reach with themthat ſince they have mad 
the firſt learned Order, and no notice taken of it, they are reſolved by this 
Order to ſhew themfelves moderate Men, ſuch as would do ſomething to con- 


tinne their places, though it be but to make a noiſe in the County : Therefore 


I ſhall ſay no moxe to them as to this part of the Qgder only ;but that if ſober 
Men do meet to worſhip and ſerve God by finging of Pſalms, Praying 'and 
Preaching. not under a pretence of ſerving ofGod,bur in reality,then both as 
a Courr, or-as fingle Juſtices, nor yet their Officers, whom they ſo hotly pur- 
ſue, can meddle or touch fuch by this Act, or any other Law. And if they 
have any Information of any other Meetings,they will do well to extend their 
power for the ſuppreſling them ſo far, as the Act of the 22 of this King ,- or 


the Common Law allows them :* And if they venture farther, tet them Took 


toit, there is the ſame Law againſt them, as againſt other Men. - 


There is another paſſage cannot be omitted to be taken notice of 'in 'that - - 
Oxder, which is, viz. Which in all probability will deflrey both Church and - 


State, Thug is the Opinion of thus Court, and of the Fuſtices with whom His Majeſty 


hath been pleaſed to the Peace of this rang which makes them not ſi ftill * 


and ſuffer « few obſtinare Perſons, rather by ue 


peace of it. iT 


«, than. Number, to' d:ſturb. the - 


Well done; careful Juſtices of | Aiddleſex, what a Comfort muſt it! needs : 
be to His Majeſty, that He hath been bleſſed with ſuch Food Juſtices; carefu}, - 
GiligeasBevſeeing men, Byt-now. I would fin. know, if theſe good Juſtices" -.. 
of Held 


Conſtables, Petty Conſtables, &c.' Are not as well truſted withithe care - 


of. keeping the Peace as wellas the Juſtices, though indeed they are not 


daleſex axe only intruſted with the Peace of ' the County, or if the! - 
High Sheriffof Abddltſex and the Licutenants.. Deputy Lieutenants, High 


Juſices upon the Bench, yet ſure as great a Truft,if not greater, is repoſed in" 
theſe Officers as well as theſe warthy Juſtices, and. therefore i1-Civilityſore it * 


had not been amiſs if theſe Juſtices had given alittle Honour to others-as well 


as all to themſelves; but. ket then) alone ; at. + preſent, and let us come:to 


the matter more fully, than to diſpute their Stewardſhip. 
They tell us Conventicles in all probability will deſtroy beth Church and: 
State, from whence we may perceive that they are not. only intruſted with 


# 


} 
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* the Peareof the Kingdomibut more than -probable are endowed” from' above f 
*- with the Spirit of Prognoſtication roo,or ar leaſt a very great foreſight far be- 
*  --yond our late Parliamencs; for they :could not ſee one half ſo far, though1 
- dare not mention-thatroo much, for fear of the ſnarling Popiſh Cars(the word 
F Parliamentor Houſe of Commons) being but once named, unleſs to Ridicule 
-* is enough in-our days tobe: Termed a Whigg or a Phanatick at- leaſt; But 
- may not this queſtion be put without offence to any, that is; Why'how come 
this jealouſie now all of a ſudden,or Alamode de France, more now than it hath 
;been theſe 19 or 20 years laſt pait, can the Juſtices 'inſtance in one- Riot or 
' Diſturbance of the, Goverament,either in Church -or- State, all this while 
they. have been-Tollerated bath: before and-fince the Declaration' for Indul- 
- gence; by. the Gonventicleg; and pray how /comes 1t, ' The Juſtices at- the 
' Court-of - #&cks&s-Hall did-not foreſee it ſooner, but it may: be the late: Bla- 
Zing Star hath now enlightned'their eyes which before were darkened; how- 
' ever if it be ſo, the Conventiclers have cauſe enough for ought1 ſee, tobe yery 
angry at the. Blazing-Star for eolightning their eyes now againſt them, when 

__ aParliament is ſofaroff from helping them; however the: Juſtices are-yer 

- - modeſt, for-they only give it as their opinion; but this their opinion they te 
. us makes them not fir-ftilt;indeed if they ſhould fir ſtil, it might be a thing of 
dangerons Canſequence; even no leſs than the hazard of-the: Church and the 
* _. whole /7ne pre their Prognoſtications be true: but Ido not wonder if they 
cannot fit {till themſelves when all is in danger, for by and in another part of 
keg Orders * ar will finde they cannot ſo much as let the Biſhop fit ſtillneither, 
3 we ſhall ſec hereafter. But let us proceed further a$tothis part'of the Or- 
der,'and you will finde that all the great cauſe of theſe Juftices fear ariſes but 
from a very ſmall thing, next to nothing» for they tell you, They came 'fir 
ul F-4 w © of a few oprnar Per ſons rathgr by noiſe, than numbers, do diſturb 

- 8 4 


Now if it Betrue that it be but a few, it may be an then, 
what recd all thisnoiſe of the Juſtices, fure a few'of theſe Conventiclers may 
eaſily be dealt witk without all this ado, as if theKing andKingdom were at 
Stake ; ;And if it be true, that they make more a noiſe than mimber; methinks 

- the Juſtices ſhould by the courſe at the Common Law, filence "their noiſes, 
-and.not be beholdi2g to.the At, that gives the Court of Seſſions no power at. 
all to a&t by; and how is it poſſible that ſuch a few 'making a noiſe, can di- 
ſtorbe the Peace of the whole Kingdom, and bring ruine upon it, as- the Or- + 
- . - But to makea full mends for all their Jealouſies and Fears, m the next place 
© they tellus, viz. They do efteem it 4 Duty incumbent upon them, to uſe dll lawfut- 
Experiments which may beget Union amengft His Majeſties Subjetts, &c. : 
.. Nowhere .they have hit the:Point, Vn ings of Subjeits; that is, [proſecute 
* 


- 


the 


a 


by 


| T7.) | 
*:the Conſtables,and Under-Officers, becauſe they will not turn Informers con- 

"-trary"to Law,and Preſent and Convict the ſober Proteſtant Diſſenters that go 
to Meetings in a peaceable manner z this is the Juſtices way,or rather the 
Courts Order, to have Union among His Majeſties Subjects; but I ſuppoſe the 
Order means Popiſh Subjects, for no Man of Senſe can 'fay this is tounite the 

' -Proteſtant Subjects. 

- Well, but what follows in the next place, that the Juſtices at the Court may 
be both amiable and admirable,and a Pattern and good Example to all Juſtices 
of other Counties, as well as their own, as they were in the late Addreſſes and 

 Prefentment, they have gone a great deal further than the common ſort of 
LoyalSubjects,for being jealous, I ſuppoſe,of their own power, by the Law of 
the Land, you will find in thenext place, to ſhew their great Zeal for the Uni- 
ting of His Majeſties Subjects, they have not ſtuck to fet the Biſhops Courts to 
work, to Excommunicate theſe few-noiſe Hereticks, for-in the next Part of 
the Orders it. follows, viz. 
It is therefore by this Court deſirid,, That the Lord Biſhop of London wil 
—_ by ſuch methods, &c. to ditett, &C. 4s in wiſdom he ſhall, &c. within his 
uriſdittion, to uſe his utmoFt endeavors that all ſuch Perſons may be Excommu- 
nicated, who ſhall commit Crimes deſerving Eccleſtaſtical Cenſure ,-&c. 
So that by this it ſeems;the yery Juſtices themſelves then believed they had 
not Law enough to puniſh thoſe Conventiclers,or elſe by the Order it ſhews 

'them moſt cruel and inhumane. What, muſt the Conventiclers be punifhed 

- both ways at once, both Common Law and Canon Law ? Loſe their Eſtates 

- by the Act; and their Sonls by the Spiritual Court too ? This is ſure more in- 

humane, than France to their Diſſeaters that are fied over here ; they do but 
take away their Eſtates and Children,but not their Souls that they eſcape over 
here with. Well, ſince it is ſo, that the Engisſb Diſſenters muſt be thus dealc 
with, it is timeto look about them, and conſider the Biſhop's power as wel 
as the Jultices. | 
But before we ſay any thing of that » we muſt conſider the Order alittle 
mote 2s to this Head, and that 1s, how the Clergy came to be ſtirred up by the 
Lay-men, to proſecute the People about their Souls health. It is true, we 
often find-in the Popiſh time, that the Clergy and great Biſhops have often in-. 
cited and ſtirred up the Magiſtrates and Lay-men to burn the Hereticks, and 
keep them in Priſon upon the Writs, De Heretico Comburendo, and De Excom- 
municato Capienda , and to ſupplicate the Courts for theſe Writs and Proceſs 
againſt the Excommunicated ; but never was it heard before,that the common 
Lawyers: or Juſtices ſued to the Biſhops, for their Fellow-SubjeCts and Bre- 
thren to be ſent to'Hell : 1f this be Law, and to keep the Peace of Xiddleſes, 
then praygjet us complain no more of the French: King uſing his Proteſtants 


hardly ;-for ſure to any unbyaſs*d Man, this looks ten times worſe than the 
F _ Perſecution, being litcle leſs than to _ the Biſhops to — 
| 0 


So CY 
* 
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- * -Publick Peaceyand to:uſean Arbitrary Power,clike their ' oven defighs. - Buk* 
now, after this-malicions incitation of this Order;to ſhew the reafon of their 
inſtruCting or inciting the Biſhop, to ſcnd the Souls of Hereticks to Hell,/they 
_ make this further we; $I of it, in.caſe they can-get the thing done; and: ? 
they havethis-great deſign init, that allfuch as are ſo Excommunicated, do 
not only loſe their Souls, being given up to Satan, but alſo they loſe all thar 
- earthly-Freedom znd Emoyments, as Engliſh-men,as the Juſtices by this learn- - 
ed Order conceive,and therefore as a further miſchief or kindneſs to thaPub- 
liek, by way of Caution. they lay down the Evils that attend this dreadful 
CES Excommunication, which is, viz. Ard to the end that all tis Maje- 
ſties Subjetts may know what Inconveniences do attend that Punijnment this Court 


thinks fit to, publiſh, Fhat no Excommunicated Perſon may be a Witneſs,or Re- 
tom. 35 [ont gg to Se, for any Debts. &c.. 9 4 
. - Really.if-this be ſo, what-a miſerable gondition fhall His Majeſties Subjects: . 
be in. that go to Cenventicles, if* they muſt both Joſe their Eſtates, .and then . 
their Souls, and+be neither-Jury-men, Witneſſes;nor ſue for Debts, What ſhall. - 
they dothen,. if this be true ? :But, as good Luck is, the Juſtices have as little: 
-Law-here to back tm m theſe Aſſertiongas they have Law for their Orders; | 
For, with their good leave, there isno Law to.bar any Man that is Excommu- 
-nicated from.ftiug'tor his Debt : Nor:is there /any:Law that diſables a Man | 
-from being 2 Tury-man-that-isExcommunicated, unleſs he be taken upon: the 
Writ, and then indeed he cannot be-a Juty-man, until hebe ar Liberty: No þ. 
-more can a Priſoner, 'which-is a Priſoner 'for. Debt, be-@&Jury-man, .until he 
have'his Liberty tocomeout; 'and with, or;without [the Teaye of the. Jufti- 
<e8, a Perſon Excommunicated may beas well a Witneſs as any other Perſon; 
NA7 a Perſon; Outlawed may be a Witneſs : .Sathatitappearsthis Order was 
made-without Book, as'weltas without Law. | 

Fhere is another Paſſage in the Order which 1.cannet paſs over, and that - 
| Is moreGall yet; but before I take notice of. that, I muſt take leave to tell ; 

'theſeworthy Juſtices of. the Court that made this tearned Order, :thatthey 
*have implored-help'of Soſe that are as Lame and/Inſuffcient in Spiritoa} Ju- þ. 
_ riſdiftion as toExcommunication, as they the Juſtices are in their Temporal | 
Puniſhments z for that in truthstheBiſhops in their Spizitusl Courts,oriCourts | 
-Chriſtian,have-no power by Law toExcommunicate any perfenlet the Crime - - 
be- what it will, unleſs by the King?*s Anthority, and with His Commiſſion un- - 
at. der the Broad Seal. » This wlappear moſt plainly ; by the-feveral Ads of + 
Ez. .. Parltament that relate to Spiritual Jurifdidtion, a ſhort Account.thereof,with - 

the ... the Arguments, were :publiſhed fome time ſince, in z Book, Intituled , The 

C cab Biſhops Conrt adrſſalve inted-in 1680.” - And ſee Mr. Hickeringsls. Books, 
x one of their -own Tribe; Bnt-not to build upon thoſe Books, look intg..the 
arts. ſeveral Statutes fince the 21 of —_ VIII and you will find their whole co- . 
pace Peace (py Ren: then, And i: yorcumpare the Neatmtes Of. Ho. Þ. * 
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"1 Flix. Edw.6. and ſoalbalong; to 16 Car. 1. andthe 130f this King 3 you 
will find not only their whole Power taken from them. as to their AmierioE 
of Oaths, but that all-they haye-done and acted fince the {aſt Act of 1n- 
dempnity, is againſt Law, and the Biſhops and Judges-of Spiritual Courts. 
; t England, are all guilty of a Premunire , if the King of England 
hall queſtion them for it } and they are at this day liable to be Indifted or 
Sued by Ation, at the Suit of the Party grieved for, Damages, by all ſuch as 
they have at any time Excommunicated in their Courts, fince the laſt A& of 
hole : But toleave the further diſcourſe-of this matter till another oppor- 
tamt k 
And finee the Juſtices have deſired my Lord Biſhop of Londar to Excom- 
municate at his Pleaſure, or as his Wiſdom ſhall think fir, it may not be amiſs 
for the Biſhop to take notice of their unkind treating of him in their” very 
next deſire ; for, as if they diſtruſted his underſtanding in the ways and- me- 
thods of Excommunication they go-on and lay down Rules. for him to. ob- 
ferve; that is, viz. That the Lord Biſhop will dirett, that ſuch Excommunict- 
Fions may be publiſhed in the Pariſh-Churches where the Excommunicated live.” 
Now whats this, but to tell the Biſhop, they doubt he doth not underſtand 
his Trade ſo well as they , which ſure is a very great piece of Incivility to 
their Ghoſtly Fathers ; for the good Father well knows, that no man can be 
fully Excommunicated, but it muſt be :read in the Pariſh-Church where the 
Excommunicated five. But I-doubt not butthe Biſhop will be pleaſed to for- 
re this their Sin of Ignorance in the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, when they appear 
o ignorant in their own Trade of the Common orStatnte Laws, as to make 
Tuch Orders as theſe. But leaſt we draw the anger of the next Seſſions upon 
us, we will mind but one thing more in.their Order, ſo reſembling the King's 
Proclamation, and that is ſo excellent a thing, that it far ſurmounts all the 
Teſt 3: for in the next place they tell you, v:z. F 
And for the further promoting of the Union of all His Majeſties Proteſtant 
Swbjeits, (Ay, there it is ) it # Ordered by this Court, That the Juſtices 0 
the Peace in their ſeveral Diviſions, taks care that the Statutes 1 Eliz. an 
3 Jacobi, be pat in due Execution, for levying One ſhelling upon thoſe per ſons that 
do not come to their Pariſh, or ſome other Church or Chapel, &c. which is to be 
applied for the Relief of the Poor, &ec. It 15 hoped by this Court, that this pious 
and charitable Work will not be neglected, &c. 
For-Anſwer to this laſt Parr, we mult conſider both the Care, Charity and 
Goed-will of the Juſtices here rowards the Proteſtants, for till now you 
hear not a word of Proteſtant Subjects; and if they had miſſed it here, I 
- cannot well tell how this Order could have eſcaped the ſentence ofa Popith 
Order ; but this clears the Point. However, for theſe Juſtices Order 
'to adviſe one another to put the Laws of 1 Eliz. and 3 Jacobs in Exe- 
cmion againt- Conventiclers , as if thoſe ow related to the C—_—_ 
- . 2 z 
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" A@;, is ſomething ſtrange ;- but I ſuppoſe: we ſhall find -they did this by 
gueſs too, as all the reſt of the Order, hoping, it. may be, they never read 
ofe Adts, orat leaſt it being ſo long ince they- have read them, that they 
have totally forgot them ; for if they had remembred the ſubſtance of thoſe 2. 
Aﬀts, they conld not have been. ſo miſtaken, as to bring tliem in play to. 
puniſh Conventicles, thoſe Laws being ay 6 made againſt the Papiſt, and 
none eKe, as will: appear by and by. But firſt it will not be. amiſs to take 
notice how the Juſtices in this Order interweeve one Att with another, and, 
not- only ſo, bur endeavor all the Puniſhments both that the Church and the 
. State can inflict upon the Conventiclers, double and treble Pumiſhments and 
alt is, becauſe -but a- few Subjects, as they call them z do differ from the 
Church of England in ſome Ceremonies, not in Doctrine at all. But that, 


_ > which I means this, the Juſtices are not ſatisfied with a fingle Puniſhment 


for one and: the ſame FaQt, but. that they ſhall be proſecuted by them firſt, 
and then: Excommunicated, and then pay 12 4. a-week; all at a time. ,To. 
| ſhew their Error, and better inform their Judgments, if they pleaſe to. 


- conſider al Laws made for or concerning any ſuch Church-matters, do pro- 


vide, That if the Parties offending be once' puniſhed by the Ciyil Magiſtrate, 
or once puniſhed by the Church-Cenſures, the Party ſo puniſhed by either 
of them, ſhall plead to the other Court that he was Sued or Profecuted be- 
fore in another Coun for the ſame thing, which Plea ſhall abate. the Action. 
or Libel. To prove this, you will find it Enacted in the very Statute the Or. 
der mentions, 1 Eliz. Cap. 2. Se. 24. And ſince we are now upon. this, 
ACt as. a farther Confirmation of what. has-been before touched on, That * 
the Juſtices, as a Court of Sefſions,have no Powez to-aCt upon the Conventicle, 
AC&t; there being in that Act no power given them in that Act aforefgid, 

ſo. to do. as in other Acts there 1s, to confirm- it- further. in this Act of, 
1 Eliz. there is a Clauſe on purpoſe : That the Fuftices of Oyer and Teymic 
ner , and Gaol-Delwery, and Seſſions of the Peace, ſhall have power in thesr 

Seſſions to hear and determine all Offences committed again3t.that AF, And. 
if. thoſe Juſtices of X£ddi:ſex can find ſuch a Clauſe in the Conventicle-Act, 
then undoubtedly they are right, and their Orders of Seſſions, and General 

Warrants of Seſſions good; . but unleſs they can produce ſuch a power in 
that Act, I am ſure their Orders, and Warrants are 1liegal and Arbitrary : , 
But as to the Union mentioned hereof, the Proteſtants , and the Charity 
they intend to the Poor , by gathering the Forfeitures of the Act to be 


| given to the Poor; Was it ever known before, that Force and Profecution : 


of Penal Laws againſt one another, was a way to Union ? Doth not Natu- . 
ral Reaſon tel} us, That Englifh-men are to be dealt with by Lenity, Per- . 
fuaſion, and ſtrong Arguments ? Force did never yet work upon Er; l:ſb-men, ' 
but Flattery hath :: And doth theſe Juſtices think, That becauſe they are in- . 
truſted with the Peace of 244aleſex, they are intruſted with the SoulyMings 
al 


_— 


(.m/ 
aud Conſciences of Men ? Now if they have that Truſt too, then I confeſs - 
all is well, and an Union will be had by their forcing without doubt , other= 
wiſe not. But I haye this reaſon to believe that an-Union cannot be had this , 
way, by proſecuting Men, becauſe I well know,that if their Commillions were 
as large again as they are, yet they cannot force Love andUnion z nor they 
cannot make a Man believe by Force, though they may make a Man for Fear 
ſay he believes. Andas to their Charity and Good-works, as they call it, of 
Proſecuting the Conventiclers for not coming to Church, it cannot fink. into. 
any reaſonable Mans brains; that the Poor will be much the better for that. 
Charity which. comes by Blood; that is., the forcing of Mens Conſciences, 
methinks it looks like ſtrange Charity. 
| Bubas to the two Ats mentioned , that of* 1 Ez. and 3 Facobs, and all. 
other Ats.that are made againſt Pgſh. Recuſants,whichare now by theſe Juſti= -- | 
ces, and divers others, deſigned to ſerve a turn againſt Diſſenting Proteſtants. 
from the Church of England, in defiance of the thing called Parliaments 3 
for they have declared the Laws before-mentioned,andall others made againſt . 
Popiſh Recuſants, ought not-to be put in Execution againſt the Proteſtane Dyf=. - + 
ſenters ; and to be farther aſſured of that, fee the Vote, viz. ©* Sabbat; ſexts 
<« die Novembris 1680. Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That :t is the Opi- -. 
&« nion of this Houſe, That the Alts of Parliament made in the Reigns of Queen 
&« Elizabeth and King James againſt Popiſh Recuſants, ought not to be extended 
© againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. = | 
But we muſt have a care too, that the naming of Parliament Votes, eſpeci- 
ally the-Houſe of . Commons,do not make worle for the Proteſtant Cauſe ; for. 
in Truth, the Houſe of Commons have been ſo run down, that for any one _- 
now to but ſpeak-of them, or their good Votes and Intentions, is. to be, ſtig- 
matized for a down-right Diſloyal Perſon. Well then, fince thoſe Laws are . 
threatned to be turned againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters from the Church of Ex- 
gland, which Church was made by an Act of Parliament, called the AR of. 
Uuniformity in the 13th, and 14th of this King) ic may not be amiſs to un- 


derſtand them what they are, and how many they arg, and the occaſion of See $ 


making them againſt the Papiſt, that ſothe Proteſtants may make the better .13 ar 
Defenge againſt them, if -thoſe Juſtices, or any other, ſhall make uſe of them 
as. this Order ſeems to drive at We will begin with the firſt, which is that . 


_ © mentioned inthe Order, viz. 1 Eliz. cap. 2. &c. This At was made immes- . 


diately-after the Queens coming.to the Crown, when ſhe .found nothing but . 
Papiſts and Proteſtants in general; for the word Puritan in thoſe days was not. _ 
known, thelight was-not then ſo clear, but ſhe, beinga good Proteſtant , and 
reſolved to ſupport that Religion with her wiſe. Council , caſt about how 
to-do it, that the indifferent and moderate fort of Papiſts might not be dif- : 
guſted and frightned from a cloſing with the Proteſtant Religion, and. there- - 
ore.0n maturedeliberation, it was concluded to go on gently asto the Refor-. - 
TMAatlons 4 


S. X 
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:-mation, and not thtow off all the Superſtitious Ceremonies at once,and there- 
ia os Patveen of Proteſtant Diſcipline made: in- King Edwards time, 
+; ſhe followsthoſe Step$ 25 neaFas-may bein the beginning, grafring upon _ 
Ed, 6'Srockyor rathier Foundation, which. he by. his wit and. honeſt Councel 
' yd) and therefore the firſt Aftſhe paſled, was to takeoff the Juriſdiction of 
| + the Steof Remezand all coercive Power whatſoever from Eccleſiaſtical: Per- 
-fons, and all was-annext to the1mperial Crown of E ſo the At 1: El5z 
' . dap. F. The Title of that Att is, viz.. 4 A to reftore to tbe. Crown the An-, 
* - fient Furiſdiction over the Eſtate Eccleſiaſtical and Spivitual, and. abol:ſhing all 
 Forreign Powers Repugnanit tothe ſame, And inthis AC power is givers to the 
» Queen to grant Commuilions under the Broad Seal of England, to ſach Bi- 
| ſhopsand Laymen as ſhe ſhould appoint to. hold Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and 
- none might do it withont upon pain of a Pgemunire,ſee more of this Sect 15, 
- + T6, 17, 18. and by this At wasrepealed, all Laws-made1n the time of Queen 
Aary; for ſerling the Popes Authority in England. . 
- , "Thenext Act was that mentioned in theOrder which-is called, viz. An A# 
 * of Uniformity andCommon Prayer and Service in the Church and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments. Now this Common Prayer Book was compoſed and 
taken out of the Maſs n{ed before Ed. 6. Time, and the way that was then 
takento bring the Papiſts- over to conform to it,wasto tell them, as in truth 
it wasnt the Maſs tured My for their better underſtanding, and 
- till thePeople were a little uſed to the Proteſtant Religion, it was not thought 
© - rational to leave off all the Ceremonies at once, but by degrees, ſee the wiſe 
.- Courſes of thoſe times. Now to prove that this ACt was only intended a- 
". gainſt Papiſts, is moſt plain, becauſe the whole ACF runs for the heating 
| ; down of Popiſh Fopperies and Superſtitions of the -Church of Rome ; and then 
again,it is impoſſible it could be intended againſt any ſort of Proteſtants, for 
- . at that time a day there was but two ſorts of Peo le in England, Vit. Pro- 
 teftants and Papifts, now for the penalty of this Act, it is' very various, but 
* * a5tothe coming to Church it 1s 124: a Week, and this to be levied by the 
-- - Charch-Wardens and Qver-ſeers of the Poor, but I confeſs Church-War- 
” © dens &c. muſt have a Warrant before they can diſtrein, and that the Seſſions 
| have power to do upon Conviction)ſee ſeft 14, and 15. But other offences 
=” - Committed agaivſt the A&t,muſt betryed by Peers,ſee Se 21. So that 
--. the whole matter, if the Juſtices ſhall Execute this Ad upon the Proms 
' Difſenters from the now Eſtabliſhed Church of England, yet the labour is 
- more than the profit; and therefore can do no great burt. 
The next Law in Force againſt Popiſh Recuſants, is the 23 Eliz. cap. 1. Jnts- 
tuled, An Aft to retain the Oucens Majeſties Subjeits, in their due obedience; 
- © which begins thus, viz. © Where ſince the Statutes made in the 13 year ,of 
v. Gb Reign of the Queen onr S overeignLady , Intituled, An Att againſt the bring- 
 & ing #71, and putring in Excention of Bulls, Writings and Inſtruments , and other 
: TEL" 4 . ſuperſtitions 


(43) 
_ <4 ſuperſtitions things from the'See of Rome, &c, And ini the 3th Seftion of the - 
M ryy ors goes on;after divers Commands,againſt Popiſy-Recuſants too,vit. - 
<« Beitalſo Enalteg by the Authority aforeſaid, that euery one above the Age of _ 
KS;xreen Tears, mhith fball not repair to ſome Church , Chapel, or uſual place of . 
&« Common-Prayer , but forbear the ſame , contrary to the tenor of a Statue 

«K made in the Fgrſt year of Her Majeſties Reign, &c. And being thereof lew- * 
« fully-Convitted, ſpall forfeit, &c. for every month, &c. which he or ſin- ſhall - 
« forbare, Twenty Pounds, &C. OS 

And'befides the ſaid Forfeitures , © Every perſon ſo forbearing bythe ſpe ': 
«of 1 welve months, as #foreſaid, ſball for bus or ber obitinacy, af tor Certificate - 
&« rhexeof, in Writing, made unto the Commiſſioners, commenty called the Kings= © 
& Bench, by the Ordinary of the . Dioceſs, Juſtices of Afſize, Gaol-delivery, or - 
«Fuſtices of Peace of the Connty where the Offender ſpall dwell, be bonnd with - 
© two ſuſpc:eM# Sureties in the-Sumof 200 1. at leaſt, to the good Behavior, Cc. 
So that the whole drift and deſign of theſetwo Acts, appears moſt clear tobe - : 
againſt Papiſts, and Popiſk Superſtitions, for every Clauſe of the At plainly *, 
ſpeaks the ſame;and to put this Aft in Execution againſt the Proteſtants would: * 
be moſt abſurd. .< Seft.g. The Juſtices at the Quarter-Seſſions ſhall have power 
&« rg inquire into the Offences againſt this Aft, except Treaſow. Ard'in caſe 4 
G perſon were Indifted — u Aft, yet if he would conform-in open Court ;&c. 
« that ſhould diſcharge him .of all-but Treaſon mentioned inthe Aft, fo that the }.. 
« canforming were before Tudgment given, Set. 10. | 

The next Statute is of 29. Ez. cap. 6. -Intituled, © vs A#-for the more 298 
&« ſpeedy and due Execution of certain Branches of the Stature made in the 23 © 
« year of the Queens Majeſfties Reign , Tatituled,: An AF to retain the Queens © 
« Majeſties Subjelts in their dye Obedience. This Statute is a further ' Expla- 
nation of the two former, and only-makes the Penalties greater for- Pop:iſb | 
Reeujants Convicted in not frequenting Divine Service once a month. And 
whereas the former Statute of the 23, was to be only 20 {.a month, and bound i 
tothe good Behayior-after Convittion, this gives power to the Queen and lies - 
Heirs; to take 20/. per-month for every month after ſuch ConviQtiontill they . / 
hall Conform ; and-if default be made of payment of 'the 201. per menſem, , 
then the Queen may feize all their Goods, and two patts of the Real and Per- - | 
ſonal Eſtate... See the Aft, Sed, 4. - 

And in the next Paragraph of this Statute,' Power is given, That after the -- 
Indi&tment found by the Grand Jury, that Proclamation ſhall be made at the -: 
Aflizes, Seffions, or Gaol-delivery, for the Perſon. to appear ; and if he do © 
not appar the next Aſſizes, Seſfions, &c. he ſhall ſtand a tely Convicted. -. - 
See SelZ..5. more at large. 

The next Statuteagainſt Popsſh Recuſants, is 1 Fac. cap. 4. Which confirms: Fac 
all the former Statutes made againſt Fopiſh Recuſants in the Queens time; with' caps 4 
ſome ſmal) additions touthivg their being diſcharged;though Convicted; upon: + 


their. «« 
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: . «< nat refuſmgz loſe. aud. forfeit - fet the firſt year 201. 
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 * ther Cobforrhity to hevr Divine Service, as by thoſe- former Ads of Hers $i- -# 


. Fedts.;: and that. zit.Þlainly appears'to mean and intend -none but Faſwurs , and 


© Popiſh Prieſts, andother Popyh Recuſants, oy TS vg Ang only .in- the 
city 


Title, but-in the farſt Se&on of the A&t it and fo throughout; the Tirle 
: By VIZ.. An Account for the dur Execution of the Statutes againſt Feſuits, Semi- 
- nary Prieſts, Recuſants, and begins thus, viz. "TERS 
. © Eor the better and more dye Execution of the Statutes heretofore made as well 
© © againſt Feſuites, Seminary Prieſts, as alſo againſt all manner of » Recuſants, Be'it 
' + $ Ordained arid:Enatted by this preſent Parliament, That ail and every the Sta- 
- © extes heretofore made in the Reign of the late Queen of famous Memory Eliza- 
© beth, mel againſt Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, and-other Priefts, Deacons, Re- 
- £ ligious aud Eccleſia3tical perſons whatſoever made, ordained, or profeſſed, or to be 
\\* mage, ordained or profeſſed by any Authority.or Turiſdittion derived, challen- 
© ned-.or. pretended from the See of Romez &c.. together with all thoſe made in 
 hthe ſaid Queens time againſt any manner of Retuſants, ſhill be put in due and ex- 
\ © a Executzon, &c. : So that by this AR; and all the Clauſes in'it, canmean 
| | intend nothing but what the former did, which was againſt Popsſh Recu- 
JARS 4 
\ Thenext At againſt Popiſh Recuſans, is-3 Jacob. CAP: 4+ VIA, Intituled , 4: 
AQ for the better di covermg and repreſſing P op:ſb Recuſants, it begins thus': 
-* Foraſninch as it ts found by daily Experience, that many of Fs Majeſties Sub- 


| "© jelts that adhere in their hearts to the Popiſh Religion, by the Infeltion drawn 
 * from! thence ,". and by the wicked and .deviliſh Connſels of Feſuits , . Semmary 


'© Priefts,, and other like per ſons, dangerous to the Government of the Church arid 
" © Sxate, CC... as evidently appears by that more than barbarons. and horrible a:tempr 
| x0 have Rlows up, with Gun-pomder, the King, LHueen, Prence, Lords and -Com- 
\# anonty 7 the Houſes of Parliament offenbleds, $a 1 

7... This ſhews ythe At was deſigned againſt the Papifts only, not only 


= by the Title, and the words of the Act rehearſed, but that the reaſon of ma- 


Jang this, as you will ſee, was, becauſe of the Powder-Plet ; and the purport 
.of this Act all along; isonly to reinforce all thereſt.of: the As againſt Popiſh 
5,in not coming to Church, and to diſcover them: by the Teſt,and re- 
.ceiying the Sacrament once a year.as an additional ;Tryal of the reality. of 
the Paprſts Conforming : For that it appears in the next Se:op of the Alt, 
.T hat "a of. them did come'to Church, and heard Diyine- Service, .to ſave 
the Penalties in the former Acts , and yet continued Papiſts in their hearts: 
. Therefore by this Act they were all to take the Sacrament once a year. See 
Set; 3. which Enadts; viz, *,And. if. any Recuſant . ſo conformed, ſhall refuſe to 
© rake the ſaid Sacrament of the Lords Supper accor mes he orgfhe ſball for ſuch 
for the ſecond-year, for 
© ſach.not receiving 401. and for every year-after, for ſuch not receiving, 604. 

"© xmtil-he; or ſhe Gal heve recesved the ſaid Sacrament, &C. 4 
WINS in ts : | And 
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Seditious Conventicles, and this AR rindedd, 

and the Popiſh Recuſants are extepted but of it, a 


[ Ram 7 6s rare copack Trims: The eherciudried verbatim, the iſ 
as i Ex ertns: Ihave im, the 
| —_— The At ny I 12. 
ay incohvenijences 
; che wi pradkies of pt pt 
pole Butclane Mvjely, and by the Lords Spiritual and Tem-. 
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